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Some Notes on AGAMEMNON
bg Nicole V. Gagné

J. Thc Music

David Avidor and ] created Agamcmnon to be an opera
sPccimcica”g for disk rather than live Pcrformancc. All the

musicians were recorded individua”g, from Dcccmbcr of 1986
through Dcccmbcr ‘88. Thc vocalists were given only the text of
their own characters lines and recorded their tracks without
hcaring the music of any other Playcrs. T wo cxccPtions to this
Proccclurc are also the longcst Parl:s in the opera: the Hcrald,
which Fl”lll Minton and Rogcr T urner Pchormcd togcthcr, and
Clytcmncstra, who is alwags attended by two musicians of
changing instrumentation. Thc only other charturc is Thycstcs,
which is a live takc, heard as Plagcd with no edits or overdubs
(othcr than some backwards reverb at the bcginning and end).

Of the 16 Pchormcrs whojoincd David and me in Agamcmnon,

14 worked as studio musicians in a series of Frcc~ranging
imProvisations, knowing their tracks would be recut and combined

with others. ] wo musicians, howcvcr, created what were in effect

discrete indcpcndcnt songs: [red Frith with Choral (Ode 2 and
“Bluc” (iene Tyranny with Choral Ode 3. ]n both instances,

theg are the composers of those works, with myschc as lyricist and

David Avidor and mysclf as Procluccrs.
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Il. The Libretto

Not bcing literate in ancient (Greek, | wrote the libretto of
Agamcmnon after studying numerous ]:_nglish translations of
Acschglus (PrinciPa”y those by Richard | attimore, Tong
Harrison, Herbert Weir Smyth & Hugh Lloyd~Joncs, and
Robcrt ]:aglcs). Thc actual words bcing sung, howcvcr, are all
taken from a late-1 6th~ccntur3 text bg the E_nglish Poct John
Studlcgz his translation of Seneca’s Plag Agamcmnon, which
was written in | atin by the Roman tragcdian and Philosophcr
some time during the middle third of the 1st century (. Falged
about 500 years after Acschglus’s tragcdy was first Pcrformccl.

Although today ncglcctcd bg both the stage and the acadcmy,
Scnccan tragcdy actua”g possesses considerable virtues and
was wildly admired throughout the Renaissance, when Grcck
tragcdy was still largcly unknown. Seneca’s lurid violence,
bombastic rhctoric, and dcsPairing tone sPokc dircctly to the
writers of ]:_lizabcthan tragcdy, in the original | atin as well as in
translation. 5tuc”ey’s Agamcmnon aPPcarcd in 1581 along with
nine other Senecan tragcdics “Faythfu”g cnglishccj” bg various
scholarly pocts. (Acschylus would remain uncnglishcd until
7479 [Flor my libretto, | used Studlcy’s text strictly as a lexicon
of words from which ] could re-create the charactcrizations,

narrative structure, thematic arguments, and Poctic imagery of

Acschglus’s Agamcmnon.
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A further constraint was that the libretto’s C|5tcmncstra had to
be stitched togcthcr from the words spokcn bg
Scncca/Stuc”cg’s C|3tcmncstra; the libretto’s Acgisthus, from
that text’s Acgisthus, and so on. A 72-|inc cPi|oguc, “added to
the Tragcdg bg the Trans|ator,” was treated as a Pool of words
available for any character. Within the libretto’s individual |incs,
gaps between words scParatc the Prcvious|5 unrelated Fragmcnts

of text.

Seneca and Acsch3|us are Plagwrights of c]rastica”g different
attitudes and mcthods, and theirversions of the Agamcmnon
story vary grcat|3. Mg focus in writing the libretto was of course
Acsch3|us, but certain Senecan innovations Provcc] irresistible —
Particu|ar|3 his conccPtion of Acgisthus as the spawn of
Thgcstcs’ incestuous couP|ing with his own daughtcr. Tl’lc
Fro|oguc, howcvcr, is the libretto’s on|g radical charturc from
Acsch5|us. His Agamcmnon bcgins with a monologuc bg the
Watchman who awaits his master’s return; the libretto ac]oPts
Seneca’s opener, a tirade from the ghost of Thgcstcs, who is
Agamcmnon’s uncle and his immediate link in a b|ood5 chain of
gcncrationa| violence and revenge. chcrthc'css, images and
ideas Pccu'iar to Acsch5|us’s Watcl'lman are woven into

Thgcstcs’ song.




*‘Q}; Mg Ilbrctto For Agamcmnon was dcmgncd to makc thc opera

reverberate through a suPcrlmP051tlon of historical eras: the
contcmPorary treatment of Form, the |anguagc of Chrlstlan,
Tuclor E_ng|anc]; the bleakness of the Koman courts of Ca|igu|a

and Nero; the visionary Passion of 5th~ccntur3 B.CLE. Athens.
Nicole T Gagné

booklet clcsigncd by
[otis | zanakis




Frologue

TR AT
chartingc from the darkened dens which Ditis low doth kccPc

heere l am sent out agayne from tartar dungcon dccPc

heere on prynces heads thcy Placc the roya” crowne
heere in throne aloft thcy lgc
heere thcyr courts thcgr Placc of banquctting

nay bcttcr to haunt thc lothsomc lakcs

where Parchcd up with burning thirst amid the waves hee sits

and payes his Payncfu” Punishmcnt
the (Hods feast hee defilde

how greata Part bclongcs to mee and Portion of his crime
this is the olde account ] spcakc

whcn our dctcstablc dccdcs were donc

and wickednes had wearied us to late truce taken was

thc starres are king)cs and rulc thc roste

thcyr whirling wheele doth racke us all
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lgorgdc my brest with my chgldrcn
the bowels of my babes devowred up

fortune cntchrising greater guilt
mee doth chravc to file my daughtcrs bawdy bed

my daughtcr driven by force of fates
doth breede younge bones and lades her wombe with sinfull
seede of myne

a Fathcr and grandsyrc COﬂFUSCC”y ] am

in honour of thy natyve dag Acgisthus thcg prepare
the sollemne feast withjunc‘ccting and dayntg tothsome fare

Agamcmnon grauncl caPtagnc amonge the kingcs

returnde hee is to 5cc|dc his throate to his traytresse wch
with force of bloudy blade shee shall bereve him of his lymcc

LRl
e



the glgtcring swerd the hcwing ax and wounding weapons moe

with bloud for bloud new set abroche shall make the floore to
flow

with sturcly stroke and boystrous blow of Pithg Po”axc geven

his beaten bragncs are Pasht abroade his cracked skull is reven

what shame abashe thee why doubt to smite
thy mother it beseeme

what now nights lyngcr longc
wee wagght for Fhocbus




Act i
CHORAL ODE 1

hee leaves for his battail

lykc lightning from Fgcrg heaven

lykc the ]:urics sent downe }39 wrath of Gocj
to smite those who dcmcg sacred use and right

but the wyndc forbgds his navies to passe

his Pricst tells him

uppon obtayning thcgr rcqucst cravide of thcgr grace devine
the Gocls shall graunt to thee thg PassPortc into Troy
offer up unto them as sacrhcgsc thy daughtcr

after crging all dag
hee acccPts to Pu” the Pagnful Plow
without remorse

even though his neck is gald with the Print of this 3o‘<c

let our fates bringc us to the good

"’ICC dcclarcs

the Pricst unbarres the gate and opes the tcmplc wide
so the clustring throngcs can flock in

and see Kgngc Agamcmnons daughtcr

on stage ordcyncd for her death

LRl
e




his owne child qualcing with feare

looking rounde on every side with her tears new gushing

the Grcclccs them selves to grich are movde
but do nothing

as hee Fyrmcly byndcs her mouth

to protect him selfe

from her cries for revenge

and then bragdcs backe her hayrc
drawing noked her neck
to taste the fatall lcngmcc

rccciving dcadly stroke
shee 3ccldcs to him
a bubling flood from hcrgoarg throate

and thus the vgrgin dyccj
her heade hanging on his speare as an offered gilct

his savory sacriﬁgcc to move the wyndc

which did move
guicling him on hisroad to Troy
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ten yeares havc Passcd

and thcy are Fyghting there yet unto this howre

thcc abovc thc rest
whose powre abydcs every where

how chaunt it

fortune God Jovc

wee mgnd{:ul are of thee and render thankefull prayse

thy lcssons wee do record
and heere shall declare them Plainc
that which constragncs us makcs us wyse

lcarning is borne of payne

CURKCOK L Snln

o worthg queenec that beares the swinging sway
Clytcmncstra borne of Lcdas roga” bloude
what is the newes

make Plagn to mee thg reason

for sacriFgcing at the sacred alters
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CLYTEMNESTRA
Fhocbus Prclat is this clag

this child from dccPc of Ladg Night

] brgng grcattcrjoy
than hopst thou for to heare

our men have tooke Frgams Princclgc towres

CHORUS 1

what dost thou say

CLYTEMNLESTRA
the Grccl(cs have conqucrcd Troy

undcrstanclc

(2GR (WG !

a ﬂOOCl OF_jO\lj streames From mg VaPOUl"ClC 6365

CLYTEMNESTRA

our love is disclosd to all

through these sighs and teares
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CHORUS 1

but whg cause it be clcscrgdc
that thcg are rcturning homc at last

CLYTEMNESTRA
a(3od did tel mee of this victory

CHORUS 1
did thou thg selfe

hear this in thy silent bed

see this inthe darckenesse

CLYTEMNESTRA

no drowsie drcaming doting soule am ]

CHORUS 1
subdue thg fond affections

doth dcsPrat dotagc guydc and rule thy mind

CLYTEMNESTRA

my mgndc to Fancg fond dath not gad and runne astray
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CHORUS 1

when did this victorg come to him so longc in warre

CLYTEMNESTRA

on this night
mother of the day ] haled

Troy fell

CHORUS 1

no man COUlClC run so Fast

over Asia land to tell thee this

CLYTEMNESTRA
] did learne of it from Fgcr

first from the ﬂashing flames
yet })lasing bryght through Troy

then from the high hg”cs uppon another shore
where a lawrell tree with sprcdding braunch doth shync

eflamd

rccording thcgr calamitgcs
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this glow kindled by my trusty wight

is more blasd abroade and further it is blowen
ﬂaming fast to divers shores

where at every Placc a waytcth a man

who makste his owne Ficrg fervent heate

with al the sPccdc hee can

winding a chaync of backe rcmqicting flames
which doth convay to mee

my husbands retourne From Troy

CHORUS 1
l will pray to the (1ods with a glad hart

but first tel mee agayne
yet hath hee Fyxt and set his foote back stcPPing home

CLYTEMNESTRA
Troy is orewhelm'd

the Grcckcs stil embrewd with gory bloud from the
slaughtcr great
are now after Troyan boties and at randon runne

Fccclyng on the countrcy

LRl
e




but thcy havc 361: to come homc againc at last

Trogs PcoPlc have cursed them
thcg must not also rctaync thc sPoglcs

from its divine aulters

let them forbeare to dcmcylc
els thcg wil have t'asswagc the wrath of Gods and them
appease

whcrby the Grckish navy might have passage free bg seas

lct us bc Frcc at last

FI"OI’“ tI’TCSC bI"OHlCS and agonics

CHORUS 1

the tgdings of a message good unto mine eares is blowne
now ] will celebrate and prayse God so deare

though dcaling longc clclay (Godis gracious
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Act 2

CHORAL ODE 2

the staggring states of kgngcs rcaddy bee to reele

no clag doth shine that thcy might say

to morrow sha” wee rulc as wee havc donc to dag
what castc” strongly buglt is not by fortunc brought loc

downe Paysccl with thcgr owne waight the massy things do

sinke

thc ramPcrcl wa”cs OF Trog madc wcakc b\lj WiCi(CCl warrc

are clcanc OVCI’tI”ll"OWﬂ and bro‘(c

that skgrmishc ceases

wincling both Pcoplcs in the bonds of gricmcc

thcyr teares fall inthe dust
that was thc bodics o1c thcyr sonnes

and in thcgr heartes thcy hale out to hell
the roga” courte the sonnes of Tantalus and thcyr broylcs

lgghtning first lyghtcth on the mounts that are most hy

LRl
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whose necke is larded best his throate shall first be cut
those E_rinnys ever more in Proud and hautg houses sit

the thingcs of midle sort and of a meane dcgrcc

endure above the rest and longcst dagcs do see

the man of meane estate most happy is of all
CHORUS 2

] sce a lyght

is it rashnes rude and blynclc to declare

that the slaughtcrs 50 unpure had no powre to Foglc him
that hee such scourings hath cscaPt

and returnes tryumPhant victor of long assaulted Troy

a man comeEs W"'IO can sag

if wee might all be glad agayne

till hee sPcakcs ] pray for the good
thcg who do not can reap thcgr harts owne calamitg
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HERALD
thys my natgvc soglc and the Gods

in humble sort wyth reverence dcvoutly worshiP ]

NOwW paye your vowes unto the Gods

returned is agayne Frgncc Agamcmnon victor hee

for his PcoPlc the light of heaven

for Troy the lcPPing lightning Fgrc

that teasty Jovc did use to hurle Provoi(t to swc”ing yre
with the lothsome actes of Friam and his stocke

that lightning downe did wryng them hard and wrapt them
in its flame
with the Puissant force thereof
wee did burne away and broylc
the tcmPlcs and the alters of the saincts that rule thcyr skgcs

Friam by hanclg stroake did take his fatall wound
after his sonnes gashcd carkas was traynd about the field
and now the Trogans doe grovcling bend

thcyr weary neckes in hcavy gokcs that wil not slacke

Funcra” ﬂamcs ancl Obit rightcs FOI" cognc agaync was 9Cld

more thcn a doscn tgmcs over
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CHORUS 2

halc takc Icasurc good and stay

HERALD
l COUld ClyC happy

taking up my tombe heere
the coast where Fclops once did raygne

CHORUS 2
did affection for thy PcoPlc

way so hcavy on thcc

HERALD

I am as it were a conqucrd man cscaPing home

SO greevous did ] longc to return to thee

CHORUS 2

wee were in bondagc cake of sighcs and teares
longing for ten yeres with Pcnsivc hart and sorrow

for thee

LRl
e



HERALD

wee did grone alykc with this so monstrous ill

PRS2

but wee were silcnt For Fcarc as clarlcc as hc”

HERALD

sugcring comes to al but the Gods

wee poor wretches who toglcd agaynst that forte
wee laydc for yeares uppon the naked shore of Trog
cold and shivcring in the horg froth

till the dag came when wee fell to Part the sPoglc
embathed al in Trogan bloude

may thcsc outragious Plagucs

appease at lcngth the wrath that downe from God is sent

but why should wee disPoscd be to mourn
the slaync laydc in Troyan ground
thcy howle not attheill that worketh thcyr dccay
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wee are the quickc wee hoP for 'oyc
wee are home hcavy with the goocls by bloudshed woon
and with the great renoume

of bcgng in his company of such a mightg fleete

all these beside the Troyans subdued wee have
all these wee blesse with burning sacrifice on this luclcg

day

such are the tydingcs | beare thee

CHORUS 2

NOw by this newes a thousand ships at once rclcascd
] was wronge to doubt her

thg counsaglc l sha” i(CCPC and not comPlaync my casc

go declare to her to Clytcmncstra
this glad message which Pacimcgs our myndc

CLYTEMNESTRA

mostjogfu” was ] when ] out scand
within the mantel blacke of night
the flames that declared to mee
the hcavg wofull Plight of Troy
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some did say
art thou glacl at this

itis a very folishnes of womankind

but to us it is an augurjustc and kccPcs his Promisc due

my spouse returned is

let sacrglciccs light the homes all rounde

with garlands greene let every head rcjogsing now be crounde
(God did spare him all the Pcril of the broglc

but my husband  wil tel it mee

when before the same ] doe Prcscnt stand

why blabbe this long adventure
goe fetch him out of hande

tel him how his Iadg spousec
lylcc a savage wolfe mayntagncd hath
the defence of this Princcly court

agagnst traytcrous ma”icc
tel him how wel shee hath cht

hcr wcdlockc VOW that shcc to him hcr husband sware

in lewd and wanton chamber trickes shee spcnt no idle dag
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shee did know no abusing lust
nor any mischiefe did shee conspyre

no more than shcc couldc bcatc and workc yron

HERALD
it doth mee goocl to gase uppon his noble wgmcc

WhO VOgCCS hcr myndc so true

GIHORES 2

what shee meanes is Playn to all who wil heare her
but what of our lcingcs brother

doth hcc 9ct saylc on thc seas or is hcc come a land

HERALD

God graunt and geve us better newes then this that

thou dost crave

CHORUS 2

sPcalcc out and utter it
the hart with doubted domagc greater gricmcc doth know
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HERALD

Menela and his shiPPc were lost from vew

CHORUS 2

what stormes oF seas dispcrscd our caPtayncs

tel mee the Gods rage that hath our navy spcnt

HERALD

thou biddest mee to make rcPort of hcavy woful geare
of our shiPPcs destroid by the spgtcful wil of the

[uries

those hatefull haggcs
with thcgr toylc thcg hclpc the wynd and weather
the force of Fgrc and rage of Fighting seas

rcPayring fast from Troy

unto our shiPPcs agayne wee came aboord

ech little hindraunce seemed to much to us in hastg Plight
wee did tough our oers to guydc the way

which Fo”owing on a thousand shiPPcs did ryve
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the evening first did burnish bright and paynt with starres
the skg

but amounting up a litle misty clowde

came bclching out in 3rl<somc lomPc and Phoebus ga”ancl
beames

hee sPcwd uppon bcstayning them

till even the lowring light of Mone was hid and blync{

more nights in one comPactcd

and then feareful stormes adowne did fall

one uppon another in stronger blasts

with lightning flames and floods tumulting Te) hyc

a man would sure have thought the world did from his center

slydc

the shiPPcs agaynst eche other knockt

whcrbg the other hee did breake and broken was himselfe
one side with other side was crackt helme was rent with helme
and shiPPc from shiPPc was taken cleane out of each others

sight
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although God wot but 9” for the others

our barke with hand Hcc caught

and fortune did trace us a furrow through the floods
till the roring seas staydc thcyr rage

when Phoebus goldcn beames bcgan a freshe to render
lyght

the dolefull day discried all the domagc done by nyght

the waters brim bcsPrcd about with

the timber and the broken Plankcs of our scattred fleete

and thc torne lims omc our men

wee l<now not thc Fatcs oF thc othcr vcsscls

in the waters wydc turmoyld and straging farre

may a” come to thc good

if (God wils to Prcscrvcth Menelas seede

thcn hcc livcs 9ct and sha” come back agayne to us

from where ever his saglcs did rcculing ﬂyc

your wil was the truth to have

ful wel be sure that now yee have it all
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CHORAL ODE 3

couching backward downe agayne to her common course
the same shee did arest

to file his hostes SPousa” bed and to abuse his wymcc

hee did take his ﬂig)ht rapt up with her
but the brgdalc songe

for his darling deare

was afunerall dirgc

for his Pcoplc for Trog crusshed by force of armes
in remembraunce of revenge the caPtaync gcncra”
drove after them and thcyr offence

a Fgry shafte thathadto smite home

a lyon babc From its mothcrs bosomc wrast

aman rearedit inhishome inhis clasPcd armes
that bogstous wight
which never 9ct acquayntauncc had with its owne

was bornc a noblc imPC OF damc nature

somcjoug worthg lustg bloudc thou Fostcrs evermore
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and so its rawmccdjawcs imbrewde were with the mans bloud

at last

Trog the fertill tree that aPPlcs beares of goldc
thcgr prynce his honour budding forth with flowre
by fortune were hewed downe and sent to dcadly doome

goldc is the Poysning teate whereof monsters grow

when tewde on bg grccdg mounching crammingjadcs

bg the brethren twins

him who advaunces him selfe to shadowe the sunne

even the (Gods were a number odde before hee was borne

and him with the hcavy hande the ngt the clubbed brusing
battring batte

the noble gcntlcmcn in honor shgning cleare
with mctta” 01C 3c”ow hcw wc” loclcn Pacl( away
to trace thcyr homcwarcl wayne clownc

in darcknesse dccPc to lyc with the hounds of hell
the good is a lyght whose beams are bright

even forthem in Povcrty shrinking close for colde

ina dungcon comfortlesse without the lyght of skyc
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the good is a chariot swy{:tc

that will not trot with slower pace or alter course

CHORUS 3

rcturning home agayne crounde
a signc of worthy victorg

is /\gamcmnon now

thou that bcstrgds thy fathers steedes as hee before
hath done

how thy honour to cxPrcssc

what solcmn games to cclcbratc

a man can make vowd oblations to the gods
yet hee dcstroycs and batters

aman can gan his self advance
countchayting a mourning face with teares
singe sugrcd ditties eke

for the lustg pompe of roga” courte

the shcphcrd who knoweth not
the Pcoplcs heart
isina Pitcous Plight




my hearts hate did hang over thy head
for the cause that wild thee heather wend

an army with hcadlong scouring course amayne to Troy
and so longc a tymc

our sonnes l"ICWCC} dOWﬂC FOI" HC!CI’]

but now most lovingly with heart and hand
with these gyf‘tcs
] gratcmcic and welcome home my frend

my sire who skalde and shooke the tattred Trogan walles

take heede of what you shall heare
it shall teach thee

who can stande uPryght

and who yetis savage

who yet is untamed and unbridled

AGAMEMNON
mg dcarc lOVCCl landc and GOCI

] gratcmcic

GOC!S courte l"UlCCl fOl" our causc

bringing mee good successe in the revenge | exacted
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ten yeares win&ing the lightnings flame about them

(God tooke no thought of how thcy Prayccl in thcyr misery
but forst ilfavourde Trog to reele and stagger

and a nimble beast sentit sprawling to the groundc

there is a pryce for those that wage
blacke cloudes overa dying PcoPlc and thcgr deade land

and forus the bootg woon }39 warre

but this l know full well

a mans Prospcritg will cause

rustg rancours in PcoPlcs hcartcs

no men were with mee in this worke none
] had but one frend who did not fade

does hee yet live orishee deade

] know not

this day will ] undertake with all diligcncc
to hew out and burn away

whatever heere is cancred or misshaPcn

LRl
e



but now lct us to th'altcrs worshiP gyve
the Gods tooke mee out to conquer Trog
and did bring mee backe to my native soglc

CLYTEMNESTRA

the remnaunt left of shamefastnes in mee

tyme hath worne away

in this Publyquc Placc ] wil declare to all

how love as caPtivc holdeth mee to my husband

hee and ] this warre did Plungc alike in payne

all the whglc hee was at Troy
] was laydc in torments

a Frantiquc raging wight

{:FOITI CVCFg mcssagc l CliCl hcarc cvcrg crymc

which the enemy could commit with dcsPrat hand

agayne and agayne ] was told
how lylcc thy lymmcs hath left

even drcaming
] saw death gnawing thg guttes and ga” away
] saw thg brest rent with hellish holes
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there is no Plaguc lykc unto this gricmcc

to cure the same l turned to fire and swoard

thcy did the Placc of salve suPPlg

driven to utter Pinch and furthest shift of all
in thrcatning fits ] did try many tymes
to geve up the ghost

but Prcvcntcd was bg the earnest suite of others
doe not seeke about for thg sonne heeis gon
the PcoPlc have skittish waiward wits

thcg are fierce in wrath

agaynst a Fightcr who is staggeryng

this longc warre did threat in thy agayrcs

therfore Orest his Fathcrlgkc in face
was forst to ﬂgc the land

but our bog is some Placc safe
from thee ] have no secrets

ten yeares have ] bene desolate and led a widowes life

with howling crging wringing hands with sobs with sighcs

LRl
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that wccPing when it should it cannot now come out of mee
so shall ] cntcrtaync a new my husband as his wymcc

] hale this up ryght man
whose majcsty doth thundring sccPtcrs shake
Paintccl out in pompe of prayse his fame the 5‘(9 doth beate

cnduring many sturcly stormes with mighty toylc and payne
to dag hee styu cnjogs his health enhauncte in glorg great

heeis the lcing of kingcs
the sandg shore to menin thcyr beaten bargc
the vyta” dclyght of bcyng freed from fatall dcstiny

l say what is deservde bg him
though I offend some
the fault thcy wil it Pardon graunt

in remembraunce of how ] in woe hath lived longc
stcP downe tous victorover Troy

but doe not  set thy foote
on the damPishc myry mud of ourland

gyrls UnFOlCl
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my magdcs sPrcad our sacred traynes

the fittest shift forthee

the best Path to thy home

to the trgumPh thou so longc wished to attayne
that it did become a dream past hoPing for

fortune hath favored his successe and brgngs him to this dag
the (10ds our native destnies deale forever

sharPc execution of thcyr law ] stubbcrnly crave

AGAMEMNON

my wchs welcome is like the warre

it tooke to longc a tgmc

I"IOI'!OUI" mee asaman notasa GOCI

] am no prynce of Asia to be worshiPPcd

these gorgious gymctcs laydc on the groundc

] cannot strgcl on them without feare

CLYTEMNESTRA

it be but a trgﬂc small

LRl
e



AGAMEMNON

] will not 9cc|clc on this

CLYTEMNESTRA

a grcat man what nccdc hcc Fcarc

a doubtful lot or how his lucke befall

AGAMEMNON

that is so

CLYTEMNESTRA

would Frgam trudgc on these sheetes

AGAMEMNON

that barbarous prynce hee might do it

CLYTEMNESTRA
whg Fagnt with feble feare

at the Prating of others
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AGAMEMNON

there is strcngth in what the PcoPlc say

CLYTEMNESTRA
the grudging mynd shews the wayt

with which thy majcsty is consgdcrcd

AGAMEMNON

whg contend with mee

CLYTEMNESTRA

the victor if hee gcntly doth release his caPtivcs care
why may not l his lady spouse have hoPc as wel to fare

AGAMEMNON

this victorg is it so deare to thee

CLYTEMNESTRA

o 3clcl to mee

doe it of thgnc owne free wil
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AGAMEMNON

let us graunt what is so wisht for

and may no mischiefe come of it

from that hugc sPoglc wee Pluckcd up this flowre of Trog

hccrc shcc submits hcr schcc to bcarc thc 9oa‘<c

sirs take her downe and be good to her

the (Gods 5avcgardc is gyven victors who are milde

now bcndingourwi” for thee

wee sha” goe into thc roga” courte our homc

CLYTEMNESTRA
by Fomy {:IOOdS by tl"lC 5€as Wwece ClWCl

and thcg beat from banke to banke with surges hyc

how ever much wee talcc From thcm
wee have tossed in thcyr silver streames

a” weE owne

and this noble courte never is without

all is boglccl and brewed and clgccl therin
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] would have undertroden these sacred tragncs
had ] an oracle to mee sware

that it would brgng thee backe agayne

from the seede to the tree with shading) braunch
whcn what wee longc For comes how ever latc

itis good
hee is retourned to us lykc the lyght of day
and goest about lykc God that doth direct the fates

above the starrg skgc

and God all ways doth mee leade that way ] meane to take




Act 4

CHORAL ODE «
agright rusht in

in swallowes shaPc

in to an olde mans thratling throate

bloude on the floore

COmeEsS baci(c no more

CLYTEMNESTRA
Cassandra go to

prepare thg selfe with my magclcs
kindlest thou the sParkcs at the altars

dcstiny deales gcntly with thee

more modcst shoulcl thou })c

caPtivcs geven out among thc vulgar sorte

a stcPdamc havc whosc wrath wil worlcc thcyr woe
divelish are

the wicked and ungracious stocke that winnest spoylcs

above thcgr hoPcs
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wee who beare the swaye heere

longc have ruld with mz?jcstg

from the Gods wee do fetch our noble lignc
and so are bg fath conjogncd fast

that thou shalt receyve thg due

CHORUS 4
chyldc

fast clogdc in snares

in thc sacrcd roPcs oF Fortunc

CLYTEMNESTRA

] sPcakc out to her
but shcc stands not wcting what to do
is shcc SO savage that shcc dost Fagnt to ta"cc

why dost thou loytcr SO
do as ] say

CHORUS +

come ClOWﬂC
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CLYTEMNESTRA

deale ] cannot with dclag nor lingcr any more

an hcgmccrd li”g whight a waytcth at myne aulter

the pype in sacrylcicc mclodiously doth sounde

cclcbrating a dclgght greatter than any wee did
hoPc for

gyrl come aPart with mee now

hale her on that shee may followe that way my spouse

is gon

CHORUS +

goe with the lady doe as shee urges

CLYTEMNESTRA

shee is wounded in her wits
snatcht from the losed rout of Trog
stil with her mgncl bcscging round
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hereafter shall l tame her

shee must be ‘ccPt with bridle at my will

whcrby the more shee strives with corage cranke
the more shee teares and rents  her ungracious

saucg Facc

thy selfe dost thou haylcfc”owc with us esteeme

a manly stomacke stout thou hast with swc”ing
hawtg hart

subdued with sorrow learne thou shall to Play

a womans Part

CHORUS +

Pitﬂ Pcarst our heart

to sece hcr in holy day attgrc Facc as Palc as ashcs

come lct us ease hcr

CASSANDRA
APo”o

e ORI 16+

come downc From thcrc
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CASSANDRA
APO”O APo”o hast Puldc mee down

CROROIGA

wrctchccl soul a” thg SOIrrowes dccPc
are unknowne to Fhocbus face

bcwaylc this lot not to him

CASSANDKRA

feare this house this Familg

CHORUS +

shee smels the bloud the Pathc of mischiefe

CASSANDRA
the father feasted on his manglccl chyldrcn

the man with trcmbling hand with axe

CHORUS +

wee ‘cnow hcr last renoume Prophct
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CASSANDKRA

this clcsPrct dame her naked weapons

W"’IOSC crowne Sl"lCC craci(c

CHORUS +

blab it not heere

wee feede our broode in a tottring nest

mumbling words in gabling mouth

Sl”lCC Sl”erUdCS our braync ina dustg CIOUdC

CASSANDRA

within a revell rexe is ‘ccPt as sore as ever was

] see the same and am thereat

weare rather thgs aray

the conqueror with PurPlc hangings all adornde
this hostile weede thy loving lacly wrought

the lyon cntanglcd in the net strugling in vayne

the bullockes necke at sacrifice

shee the Pricst heaves her hand the Po”axc
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CHORUS
her Privg whisPcring
tgcuing in our ear secret thoughts that brooke

much SOIrrow

CASSANDRA

hee hath the stroke
clisPatcht itis not quitc choPt of the head
it hangcth }39 a litle crop

myne owne clistrcssc to moorne

my throate to bath the blade

CHORUS +

the spryte of (God shee serves in furious rage

thou myghtcst well lament this sore clccag this gricmcc
accurst

lglcc rccording ]tgs

CASSANDRA

father follow thee ] woulde

unto my countrcg men of Troy in lowest hell
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l do dclight to saglc with them
it doth mee good

B @ Blwk

shcc utters out what a chyldc can i(now

CASSANDKRA

] see the wery man his burning thyrst Forgot

hcc mourncth For thc Funcra” that sha” ensue

CHORUS +

in our teares there is no measure to rcfragnc

tl”lOSC miscrcycs a” measure PaSSC

CASSANDKRA

the sqa”y sisters
evermore deale thcyr bloudy strokes thcgr old

Privy grudgcs
thcgr sicgc shall never stoP

CHORUS +

a shamefull brutishe fact Franckly calde
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vgrgin bcwagling Pitcously
till the (God layclc handes upon her

CASSANDRA

] did sacrifice my virginity to APOHO
but chyldrcn I did refuse

now ] Play the Prophct colde

these ticlings ] tell mad mumbling to thee
to thee bcraPt of sence

my Prophcsging spright burning myne eyes
Thycstcs day
the foode hee tasted the gubs of bloude gnawccl guts

beware ] say of icgngcs
that countrg clowne Acgisthus hee this stocke shall

ovcrthrowc
Agamcmnon graundc caPtaync
not l(nowing the dreadful destinies

cntraPPcd }39 traytrous traync

"’ICF goarg handcs "’ICI" CUl’TiS"’I Fangc

CI"UC” COI’\C]UCI"CSSC Wl"lOl"C

LRl
e




thcy both accorde unto the lcyndc whereof thcy doe
Procccdc

Helens syster right sheeis and hee Thycstcs sonne

CHORUS +

Thycstcs wee know
flesh and bloude for food the fathers maw to fill

but after that
the lyght slgps away

CASSANDRA
3OU sha” s€c thc gasshcd COI"PCS O{: Agamcmnon

CHORUS +
shut up

peace chgldc no
Gocl could never brgngc to passe the ruin of our natgvc

cou ntrcy
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CASSANDRA

no Praying to the hcavcnly ghostcs
these subtle foes doe not pray thcg slaughtcr

URIORUD %
thcy chicﬂy ought to worshiP (God whose hearts with

gricmcc be dull

CASSANDRA
burning inspgrccl with sPrgtc

the lyoncssc will strykc mee dead

off with these sacred robes
whg ghost inspyrc

none OF thgnc l am rclcassc me

APOHO your spgtc is worne unto the stumPcs
what countrey have ] left

where is my syre all my sisters
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thc sacrcd tombcs and altar stones

our bloud thcy swincke and swill

Orcstcs shall come revenge and restore

the fits of Furg on them shall light

fredome draweth ny

death givcs a courage unto mee

L OKES

sad and solemn as a bull that dcac”y wounde doth take
CASSANDRA

the clcadlg wounde ] pray shee strykc and leavell right
my feare bg this affliction is cleane abated all

(EAOREN 4

who dare to death himself betake
is a prynces peare and lykc the Gods
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CASSANDKRA

this stinicing slaughtcr house 5Pouting bloude

CHORUS 4
poore chgldc that hugc and fatall ggﬁ

hcavcnly hands crcctcd havc and Framdc

CASSANDRA

on with mee into the Pa”acc ] 9ccldc my throate
mourning my death and Agamcmnons

avengement worthy ] crave Priclccs of Fury fresh

CHORUS +

lamcnting these calamgtics wee have not time and space

CASSANDRA
doubtfull standeth still the dag

even mgscrics are nothing
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CHORUS +

to mortall man fortune givcs but brgtlc Fadingjog

hcc who latc a conqueror trgumphcd over Troy

NOw }33 dcstcnic stoutly overcome and Pu”cd downc

bloud for bloud and death by turnes the after age

sha” S€E




KAt
CHORUS 5

and thcg that of his victorg and comming home were glad

to sodagnc mourning chaungc their myrth with heavinesse

bestad

CLYTEMNESTRA

I am not ashamed herewithal
at sPcaking words that were not true

in worlcing mischiefe men do take the rediest way thcy andc

longc ] did my husbandes death conspyre
and to day by slcight and subtil guglc

cntanglcd hath ] this man rcmcusing cleane to be confound

my gashing sword stucke him

thrust through his ribbes

it did sucke the sappy marrow out immixed with his bloud
and thisjuicc it convcgcd every where

like the sacred raygne

Iaunching from his gory sgdc

stayning every thing

in a darke wave that ] stil taste of

LRl
e



his death is not sawst with soppes of sorrow

| doe rcjoycc

in his lgfctgmc hee did tcmPcr poyson strong
which to day hee did feede on him selfe

CHORUS 5
this hcavy sight

this noble hearte chrivcd of his life
and her with her rough and churlishe lookes

CLYTEMNESTRA

] will not waver with feare

like some weak harted woman
| stroke him downe

Praycs mee€ OoOr cursc mec

it all is the same

one law doth rulc

] did [cccPc it
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and that is that

CHORUS 5

thou hast committed simcu”}j a great and gricvous guilt
goe purge thy hardned hands the which thg husbande bloud
have spilt

scud out of my sight

CLYTEMNESTRA

now nurtures lorc ncglcctccl is a” rgght doth clcan dccay

alctcr what sorte dost thou

dcclarc mee an outcast banisht woman

as 3ct Forgct ] not my daughtcr
and that imcamy whose blemish staynes his bloud

yet never did makest thou him

in such rcProachmculncss to wade
nothing dismaydc thee at Aulis |Jle
to check what hee durstdo
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as ata wcdding alter sgdc th'unPithCul parent stoode
and for the sacred virgins love

hee retourned death

slaughtcrcd my child

snaPPcd her head of with his swerd

could not that offence suffice for exile
givc mee to understande
what man is hee

that should not pPay his paynes and suffer death

if thou can so enstruct mee
my lcingdomc therfore l cast of

now wil ] rove at largc

if not ] shall teach thee
how to a queene thg taunting to Forbcarc

ERIORGSS

her sPottcd weede with sPrians
signc of slaughtcr
beare recorde of her deede

as 3ct thcg be not clry
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CLYTEMNESTRA

some man els ] have
him that of my Pcri”s all dost suffer Part with mee

and in my realme wil also rule with cga” dignity
Acgisthus who lights the blase in my Privatc simPlc bower

my husband eflamd with Troyan Prophcts love

rctourncd a Prgsoncrs SPOUSC and Fryams sonne in law

but that trull of prynces bed did meete herdeath
like as the swan with a songe inspgrccl by Fhocbus grace

divine

see his breathless corse tossed uppon hers
encreasyng leaudnes still

his bogling brest doth smoke

with wound but ncwly stroke

and Frcshly still hee fedes his lust least

his chambcr chast should want a stewes

CHORUS 5
my death when l shall take ] shall be Plcascd well to dyc
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hcc that 01C thousand caPtagncs was graundc caPtagnc
gcncra”

come to as great calamity as Troy it selfe did fall

CLYTEMNESTRA
Troy is become

a wydc gaPing hole
with dreadfull sounds and stinking smels
yet Hclcn is wed to Mcncla agayne

now after death why dost thou seeke

with these paynes wee ryght our selves
RIS

o bussard blgndc you doe dclight in your brutish guisc

the [Furies hale them on
in this house of the Tantalus bloude

CLYTEMNESTRA

Tantalus hee hath made this stock a bloudy raunsome pay
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the author of this wicked Pcdagrcw
hee burns now with thyrst of hell
361: the graundsircs Pagncful pangues

can not thc chilclrcns wrath asswage
with a lewde unluckg hand

hee did bcginnc the rusty rancours the cankred hate

which never Purgcd is

CHORUS 5
WyClClOW

thy husband is bereved quight of breath his lch is donne
but what heere is not (10ds will
CLYTEMNLESTRA

all this is the sonnes of Tantalus and thcyrgrudgc
one might not move thcyr sPrights

in law to thcyr mynds ] did not sparc my husband
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CHORUS 5
/\gamcmnons death ison thy heade

but the children doe complagnc from Thycstcs Paunch
the fathers guilt hath caused the force of furious foes

the chariot horse with raynes clogdc and ovcrquclmccl
this geare out stretched rcadg lies in every coast

and is sPrcad thc S€as UPPOI’\

CLYTEMNESTRA

] did but returne the self same trade a new

Paying il with 9”
his fate deservde is by guiltlcs bloud of our claughtcr
now in hell hee seekes about for his defence

but his conscience doth Prickc and bringcs him
to the shame thatstills his liPS

CHORUS 5

FOI’tUﬂC halcs on a raync OF blOUClC

and with unmeasureable might
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our housc is toPsy tur\/cg tost our kingdomcs doc dccag

our ruthFu” rcalmcs to ruin ronne our stoclc is cast away

suffer mee take Partc of sacrifice with thee
graunt mee my domc by means o1c dcath to Passc unto my

gravc

all Plungc of Pcri”s Past hee is and at a quict stay

hee is cscaPtc and gone

who shall celebrate his funerall with dirgc and solemne songe

CLYTEMNESTRA

there wil be no teares to night

no woefull waglings hard in any Placc about

wee sha” PaSSC him to dcadly gravc
but Nno causce OF mourning havc wee

the Pcoplc wil not mone thcgr prynces death

at the blackest streame of Sticks
hee shall stand with dolor bcyng Prcst agaynst her

our child who did take his dcadly stroake
shee wil holdeth him

LRl
e




CHORUS 5

heere is wrath for wrath ech oPPrcst with cga” gricfc

which aunswere were sufficient to Plcasc a Parcntjust

thcg who sowe death

shall reap death
that is (Hods fact

what person can be free of this bloude wrath

CLYTEMNESTRA

by bloud wee win the waveryng windes

with this sacryficc wee wrap our selves out of this woe
it is the best to chuse that chaunce and follow on that way

may the lowring Gods unto us

NOwW Favourablc mal(c thcm SCIVCS

the furious force that makes such rigour raygne
letit thrive no more heere in

let this be

the last cryme that ever in this Princclg court was sowen
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AEGISTHUS
o dayc omcjoy

the cruel (Gods thcjudgcs
long agoe decreed this triumPhant victorg and conqucst

Agamcmnon sent to hell

Proud Atreus sonne his destenie clong about him

Atreus who put in exile my father
and when Thicst returnd
hee was haled out to the great PrcParation of sugring

my Fathcr stomackc stoute with sonnes

in greattest grccmcc cursed this house

now from farre out bcgoncl this land ] am returnd

to wrap this hawtg king in hiddeous holde of death

CHORUS 5

the breeder of this broglc come bclching out new bathde
in bloude
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AEGISTHUS

olde men
the subtil science of the law you doe not understand
yron boults and chagncs thc counsc” oF Paync

wil make you wyse

CHORUS 5

Acgist cngroccth castels got by fornication

hee who both is to his sister sonne and brother

ALGISTHUS

thync elvish Prating stay
] am of Fhocbus borne ] do not shame

those wordes so cranke in miscrg will haunt you

CHORUS 5

what Agamcmnon new is this whom shee hast got of late
with a doubtfull blade in his shivcring hand
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ALGISTHUS

through bcing claPt in Prison strong
and sugring Famync Faynt

truculcnt men are comPcld to 3ccldc

CHORUS 5

the f:urics shall move her sonne to bloude

Orcstcs now be boulde

you are thc onclg hclpc wee havc

ALGISTHUS

to Fgrc and SWOl"d aPPcalc

lag hancls sirs on this rabblcmcnt o1c wrctchcs

CHORUS 5
swerd and buckler very well this hand shall doe the deede

ALGISTHUS

on SWOFCI

this strong hearted sire feares not death
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CHORUS 5

death you Prcach and death you shall receave

CLYTEMNESTRA
Acgist my love no

doc not move us a” to dcsPrat moodc agayn

consydcr thcsc calamitycs wee havc rcaPt

and ca‘cc thc cares to come
nccdc wee to worlcc more woe uppon thc world to day

lct us returne now to our homcs

a” OF us

wee did butwhat wee had to do
weary and batred downe as wee are
under these hard destinies

Plcasc Gocj thcy are staydc at last

gO homc CVCI"\lj one
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ALGISTHUS

those malicious men geven to scorne

Pic‘cc a c]uarrcl with thcgr king

CARICDILLES 5

I will not take this bloudy tyrauntes hand

ALGISTHUS
yet hast thou not lagclc thg liPs

no Pardon wil there be in my_jurisdiction

CHORUS 5
clclight and rampe about

with the honor of the crowne whose brute abrode doth
growe

whilst you can

but in thy roaring noyse make hast thy selfe to save
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ALGISTHUS

thou easest feare bg fickle hoPc
you sal pay PuFt up men

CHORUS 5

Orest on you shall also light revenge his fathers
death

clcPryvc with swerd th'adulterour and mother both of
breath

this poore Orest such kinde of theft is Pictg in deede

CLYTEMNESTRA

rough and thundring threats all wynd and ayre

Forgct thcm dcarcst

now that wee rule throughout Micocna land

we shall lcccPc a meane therin and set it rgght
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